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SunCliff on the Lake to rise 
from old diocesan retreat 


New owners plan destination wedding/banquet site at St. Columban Center 


By BARBARA O’BRIEN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Brenda Shaw has rehabbed hous- 
es for years, including three she rents 
through Airbnb, the leading home- 
sharing website. 

Her family friend, family practitio- 
ner Dr. David Johnson, has an Airbnb 
business, too. 

The two are now the new owners 
of SunCliffon the Lake, the former St. 
Columban Center on Lake Erie in Ev- 
ans that the Buffalo Catholic Diocese 
used for decades for retreats. 

Together, with the help of their 
families, they will be running the 
27,000-square-foot inn with nearly 
60 bedrooms as a wedding, banquet 
and lodging destination. 

They took control of the Lake 
Shore Road property Thursday, after 
buying it for $1.4 million. 

“It’s a stretch for both of us, we’re 
not really wealthy people, not by the 
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Derek Gee/Buffalo News 
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Take a virtual tour 
of St. Columban Center 


Go online to look at a photo gallery of 
the former Catholic Diocese’s complex 
in Evans that will soon become a 
venue for destination weddings. 
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John Hickey/Buffalo News 


The new owners of SunCliff on the Lake, the former St. Columban Center in the town of Evans, plan to get the 14 guest 
rooms in the main house ready to rent first, possibly through Airbnb. 


standard people would think open- 
ing something like this,’ Johnson 
said. “Were regular people who have 
worked hard all our lives.” 

Johnson first saw the former St. 
Columban Center eight years ago 
when he was playing saxophone in a 
band that was performing at the re- 
treat center. 

They think the property is perfect 
for weddings, but what really gets 
them excited is that they also plan to 
offer weeklong creative workshops 
by various experts, such as languag- 
es, jazz, painting, creative writing, 
photography, fishing, sailing, wood- 
en boat building and car kit building. 

“All my life I’ve wanted to do some- 
thing like this,” Johnson said, “but I’ve 
been busy being a family doctor.” 

Shaw also wants to offer programs 
for veterans and their families. 

She lost a son, Sgt. Daniel J. Shaw, 


See Center on Page A6 


New Darien Lake coaster 
expected to be a big draw 


By AARON BESECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


A tall and twisting roller coaster aimed 
at attracting visitors from beyond the re- 
gion and the state is on track to open next 
summer at Darien Lake theme park. 

Details are sketchy, but the theme 


Darien Lake Holdings LLC has sub- 
mitted plans to the Genesee County 
Town of Darien to demolish the Thunder 
Rapids log ride and construct a new ride. 

Documents filed with the town in- 
cluded drawings of a “Euro-fighter”-style 
roller coaster from Gerstlauer Amuse- 
ment Rides, a German manufacturer of 


COMING SUNDAY 


After 17 years in the making, it’s open- 
ing this week. How the John R. Oishei 
Children’s Hospital on the Buffalo 
Niagara Medical Campus grew from 
idea to reality. 


coasters and other rides. The drawings 
were labeled “preliminary information” 
and “work in progress.” 

The design of the roller coasters 
range in height from 73 to 141 feet and 


park appears to be eyeing a roller coaster 
that travels 44 to 62 mph with a com- 
pletely vertical incline and a drop that 
goes beyond vertical. 

“This is a biggie,” said Tom Turnbull, 
president of the Genesee County Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 


See Coaster on Page A6 


Lobbying frenzy 
begins on tax bill 
rewrite by House 


Republicans set rapid pace to avoid 
actions that could prevent passage 


By Jim TANKERSLEY, 
THOMAS KAPLAN AND 
KENNETH P. VOGEL 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - The Re- 
publican tax rewrite unveiled 
Thursday has set off a scramble 
among lobbyists and interest 
groups desperate to preserve 
prized tax breaks that are sud- 
denly at riskin the sweeping bill 
moving through the House. 

Yet the ability of K Street to 
prevent long-standing tax pro- 
visions from getting the ax is 
running headfirst into Repub- 
licans’ own mad dash as they 
attempt to quickly pass the tax 
rewrite and get it to President 
Trump’s desk by Christmas. 

The rapid pace set out by Re- 
publican leaders is by design: 
They want to prevent the kind 
of arm-twisting that has long 
bedeviled previous tax overhaul 
efforts by leaving little time for 
outside groups to blitz law- 
makers with concerns. Several 
consultants and lobbyists said 
Friday that individual compa- 
nies were just beginning to di- 
gest how the 400-plus page bill, 
which drastically changes how 
American businesses are taxed 
at home and abroad, would af- 
fect their bottom lines. 

Another complication was 
presented by Trump, who 
wants to include a controver- 
sial measure to do away with 
the Affordable Care Act’s man- 
date that most Americans have 
health coverage or pay a penal- 
ty. On Friday, the House’s lead- 
ing tax writer opened the door 
to including that provision, say- 


ing that no decision had been 
made. 

Even without injecting 
health care into the debate, 
the tax bill will find itself un- 
der scrutiny and will be picked 
apart by those who stand to 
lose. 

“Tt’s pretty weedy stuff,” said 
Dave Camp, a former chairman 
of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee who wrote a 2014 tax bill 
that laid some of the ground- 
work for the current one. Camp, 
who is now a senior adviser for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, said 
that when lawmakers attempt 
to overhaul the code, “you get 
significant pushback on just 
about everything.” 

The groups pushing back the 
hardest Friday included those 
intherealestate industry. Some 
of them had raised concerns be- 
fore the bill was released, only 
to discover their biggest fears 
realized in the draft legislation. 
The bill includes several mea- 
sures long opposed by those 
groups, including a limit on in- 
terest deductions for new home 
purchases of $500,000 or more 
and an expansion of the stan- 
dard deduction. 

The Mortgage Bankers As- 
sociation plans conference calls 
and discussions with members 
of Congress throughout the 
weekend, said David Stevens, 
the group’s president. Realtors 
are running online ads raising 
concerns over those provisions. 

Stevens complained about 
the “piling-on effect” of the bill’s 
provisions on homeownership 


See Taxes on Page A5 


Silicon Valley wooing 
school district officials 


Shift to tech brings 
lucrative contracts 


By NATASHA SINGER 
AND DANIELLE IVORY 


NEW YORK TIMES 


BALTIMORE COUNTY, Md. 
— They call it the “Church Lane 
Hug.” 

That is how educators at 
Church Lane Elementary Tech- 
nology, a public school here, 
describe the protective two- 
armed way they teach students 
to carry their school-issued lap- 
tops. 

Administrators at Baltimore 
County Public Schools have em- 
braced the laptops as well, as 
part of one of the nation’s most 
ambitious classroom technol- 
ogy makeovers. In 2014, the 
district committed more than 
$200 million for HP laptops, 
and it is spending millions of 


dollars on math, science and 
language software. Its vendors 
visit classrooms. Some school- 
children have been featured 
in tech-company promotional 
videos. 

And Silicon Valley has em- 
braced the school district right 
back. 

HP has promoted the dis- 
trictas amodel to followin plac- 
es as diverse as New York City 
and Rwanda. Daly Computers, 
which supplied the HP laptops, 
donated $30,000 this year to 
the district’s education founda- 
tion. Baltimore County schools’ 
top officials have traveled wide- 
ly to industry-funded education 
events, with travel sometimes 
paid for by industry-sponsored 
groups. 

Silicon Valley is going all out 
to own America’s school com- 
puter-and-software market, 


See Tech on Page A3 


DON’T FORGET 


Daylight saving time ends at 2 a.m. 
Sunday. Don’t forget to set your clocks 
back one hour. 
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